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Also, before we take the analogies too far, this post is not to suggest that I think that no one at
Cambridge understands Epicurus. I particularly like to recommend the work of David Sedley, for
just one example. The point is a more general one, that the more specialized the person
becomes as a professional philosopher, the more it seems they tend to find Epicurus mystifying
or objectionable. When in fact "regular people" who are not academically trained (not
"eggheads" in other words  ) often embrace Epicurus and find that he makes perfectly good
sense. That seems to have been Cicero's observation in ancient Rome, and I don't think times
have changed much.
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