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I think Joshua's summary is a very good description of where most of "US" are - and it helps
provide background to why this is not really an issue for those of us who have found our way to
a forum like this.

But we are a very small minority of the human race, and it is my view at least (not sure if
anyone wants to argue this or not) that the great majority of human beings in the world ARE
concerned with the issues of "whether there are higher beings" and if so "what is their nature
and power" and "what is humanity's relationship to them."

The Epicurean system provides rational answers to the questions for people who are concerned
about those issues. And also, again speaking only for myself, of course, I have no desire to limit
discussion of Epicurean philosophy to people who see no need (for themselves) to consider the
"divinity" issue. That may offend the professional atheists who see "atheism" as the center of
their philosophical universe, and want to shut down all discussion other that ethics in the here
and now, but I have never felt much affinity for that crowd myself, and I see it as a major error
to approach philosophy in that way. If there was ever a use for the term "ivory tower" that is it,
because I observe these issues to concern every "normal" person in my own experience - and
the closer we get to death the more it concerns us.

For all we know, Epicurus himself might well have personally gotten to the point that the issue
was not of paramount importance to him. Regardless of that, doubtless he knew how important
it was to the many who where his friends, and to many who would be relevant to his life,
whether or not they were his friends.
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