
Epicurus, gods and God
Post by “Godfrey” of October 15, 2019 at 5:41 PM

Quote

To be clear, I do not believe Epicurus was lying or trying to hedge his religious beliefs.

I agree with this as well.

As a non-philosopher, I'm working my way from a superficial understanding to a deeper
understanding of the philosophy. The theory has been put out there that Epicurus was playing it
safe on the gods, which is why I asked about that in my initial post. Now I can see the evidence
is such that it puts the lie to that idea.

Quote

Lots of these words have multiple meanings but to focus on "required" -- required for
what?

Required to exist.

Also in the interest of deepening my understanding of EP, I'm wrestling with the question of
whether or not believing in gods is a necessary part of the philosophy. As an atheist from a
culture that does not seriously recognize polytheism, it's challenging to adopt a belief in gods.
Relating to what I said in my initial post, I think it's a serious question to consider the place of
the gods in EP and some evidence of this is the amount of thought given to this by
"professional" philosophers.

Diogenes is quite explicit in spelling out various misconceptions of the gods, and I think that
these are readily acceptable to anyone practicing EP. And he and Epicurus both state that gods
exist. As far as I have gone with this is that it is probable that godlike beings as generally
described by Epicurus exist and that the "idealist" versus the "realist" interpretation makes the
most sense to me.

Obviously this isn't a superficial topic. I'm finding this discussion very illuminating, apologize if
I've offended anyone, and look forward to its continuing.
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