Epicurus, gods and God

Post by “Cassius” of October 13, 2019 at 5:22 PM

One more comment for now: To me, | see a thread running through the Epicurean texts of a
deeply-felt concern for ALL life - both animal and human, and | think that they would share what
| gather to be Nietzsche's detest for "nihilism" and "stoicism" from that perspective. Life is
tremendously short and an eternity of non-existence is a very long time, so | think there is a
strain of reverence and awe for LIFE which is built in to the respect for pleasure and pain as
Nature's stop and go signals. And this is different from the Stoics looking at "the universe" as
essentially a mechanistic god -- this is looking at LIFE / PLEASURE and seeing "Venus" as a
"goddess" deserving heartfelt gratitude and energetic embracing. And that's why | really
appreciate Catherine Wilson's slide from her recent talk:
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Being "stoic" and unmoved by the possibilities of pleasure that life affords is a form of
savagery, or madness. And so the reverse is also true, which is why they seemed to have
embraced Epicurus as "godlike" and saw the goal as living "as gods among men" and not
shrinking from emotion.
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