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Post by “Cassius” of October 10, 2019 at 2:00 PM

Quote from Hiram

“Then at about 13:50 she says: "Coming to terms with these limits is really the center
of Epicurean ethical philosophy." And here I have to disagree. In my reading of
Epicurus, the center is really the principle of pleasure and avoidance of pain. Limits
play a peripheral role. I could be wrong, and I'd like to here what other members here
think of this.

I'll listen to the rest and add to my comments later”

I remember that diogenes mentioned that not knowing the limits of our desires among
the three “roots of all evil”. So this must have been of great importance.

Ok it looks to me like the three being referred to in that passage are three fears - of gods, of
death, and of pains, with the general point under discussion there being "disturbing emotions."
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I kind of agree that the statement ""Coming to terms with these limits is really the center of
Epicurean ethical philosophy" is really pretty loose and overbroad, especially if you follow the
traditional sequence of fear of the gods and fear of death being the most important issues to
deal with at the very beginning.

Certainly the issue of realizing that desires are not unlimited, and need not be pursued to
infinity, is an important part of Epicurean philosophy. But I would not say that it is "at the
center," and Lucretius doesn't address it at length until Book 2.

But I wouldn't stress too much either way on Wilson's statements here. It seems to me that this
entire presentation is kind of loose and general, especially in the way she presents it. She might
indeed take that position in print in her book but I haven't looked at it yet.
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