
Discussion of Article: "Political Division In The
Promotion of Epicurean Philosophy: A Prescription
For Disaster"
Post by “Cassius” of September 29, 2019 at 7:42 PM

I just remembered another text that bears on this topic, from the famous opening of Lucretius'
Book One.

Note that Lucretius is calling on Venus, the goddess of Pleasure, for aid in restoring peace to his
country during troubled times, and that he is ALSO, at the same time, saying that Memmius, his
intended target to convert to Epicurean philosophy, will NOT DESERT THE STATE in its time of
trouble.

Lucretius joins his call to the philosophy of pleasure with a call to **action**, but he does not
presume to tell Memmius *how* to come to the aid of the state.

And someone correct me if I am wrong, but this would have been written during the period of
the Civil War, so it would not have been a matter of presuming that Memmius would fight
against a foreign enemy. It would have been a matter of hot dispute as to which side of the Civil
War on which Memmius would fight, and Lucretius does not tell him which side to choose.
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