
Old Tullius Accuses Epicurus of Shirking
Post by “Cassius” of September 7, 2019 at 10:47 AM

Elayne says:

"One thing hasn't changed... that humans produce cultures where it's "shameful" to pursue
pleasure! I have been wondering if that is part of the reason for the persistence of supernatural
religions. I see people use imaginary beings as an excuse, which their fellow believers don't
argue with. "The holy spirit told me to do it" comes in as handy as "the devil made me do it"--
an excuse for a day off from work (sabbaths), for enjoying sex (in Judaism), etc. My grandfather
used to tell people his doctor told him he couldn't eat whatever food he didn't like.

Telling the unvarnished truth, that we are making decisions for pleasure, instead of making up
an excuse, is a brave action. The more of us who tell the truth to our friends, the more they
may feel courage to tell the truth as well, and this silly embarrassment over pleasure could be
ended."
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