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23 and 24 ... if someone is "close" to me, meaning I love them, of course my pleasure will
naturally be tied up in theirs. But a "suffering world" concept may not wind up being helpful to
your happiness. You may find that Epicurus' way of treating humans as specific individuals is a
better route to pleasure. The other might lead you into idealist social utilitarianism, which
doesn't follow from the philosophy.

#24 My advice-- if clarity doesn't cause pleasure, who needs it? But if clarity on a certain issue
increases pleasure, then it's a useful tool. What is "betterment"? Something different from
pleasure?

Your philosophy has several elements in common with Epicurus, and a few that might pull you
away from a life of pleasure.
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