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The tabula rasa is not generally thought to be accurate these days-- there are a few holdouts,
but they are regarded as similar to flat-earthers. Like other species, humans appear to have
some innate pattern recognition. Some of these innate "programs" are online at birth and
others appear in developmental sequence as the brain matures-- but just because the pattern
recognition shows up later doesn't mean it is empirical, vs innate. Linguistics has provided
some of the supporting research... also, babies in all cultures, independent of variations in
experience, show specific behaviors and understandings at specific ages. Smiling, object
permanence, sharing behaviors, and specific fears of snakes despite no past exposure, the
dark, being left alone (reliably by 6 months old) appear on a schedule. Babies even have
rudimentary physics expectations, at the same ages, not thought to be only from observation.
This makes sense because evolutionary pressure would select for these patterns supporting
survival to reproduce. If we had to learn everything from scratch that would be inefficient and
risky.

It appears that we have an innate sense of justice that may be based on symmetry, as we
would expect from the tit for tat models. And think about partnership preferences which may be
influenced by the expected health of the partner/ child bearing/raising potential-- these are
likely not learned only by observing other partnerships and outcomes, because there wouldn't
have been sufficient data by the time of sexual maturity. Instead, evolution has done that
slowly.

Epicurus' prolepses fit these findings perfectly IMO!
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