Nature and Pleasure and Pain

Post by “Dubitator314” of August 18, 2019 at 11:26 PM

Thanks for the answers. Just to clarify, | don't think the Stoics would have necessarily said the
animals had some virtuous desire to save the herd. | think their point was that there are cases
where nature's way is to take the path of pain.

My initial thought was that one could argue that it's natural for everything to pursue pleasure
and avoid pain, when given the choice. Animal instincts instilled by natural selection would
preclude that choice since the act of saving the herd might be in an instinct that's hard wired
into their behavior.

Although 1 didn't think about what JJEIbert wrote about. That maybe the potential of seeing
others in the herd suffer results in the animal willingly sacrificing itself for the herd. The net
pain at seeing another of the herd suffer is a cost too high to pay.
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