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"I want my life of pleasure to be stable and established."

Does a sentence like that serve as a bullet train to living on bread and water and denouncing
pleasure? Or does it simply remind you that you want your "life of pleasure" -- the life that
Diogenes of Oinoanda and Torquatus explictly state to be what Epicurus taught as the meaning
of happiness -- to be complete and stable and enduring?

Why would anyone take that expression - with simple and unthreatening adjectives like
"complete" and "enduring" -- and then conclude from it "what I want is not really pleasure at
all!"?

They wouldn't - unless they have another agenda besides recognizing Pleasure to be the
supreme good. While I don't think anyone here does that, I am completely sure that what has
motivted comprimisers for hundreds of years - from Gassendi on down to today - is a desire to
apologize for pleasure and make it acceptable to the religious and moralistic orthodoxy.
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