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Cassius:

I don’t know if that word pleasure (and pain as well) scares people. Or if some adverse
reaction stems from years of social enculturation and “programming” (e.g., from family,
religion, education).* Or if they just don’t understand the breadth of Epicurus' application of
those terms. Or maybe some people (especially in academia) feel easier parsing the Greek and
Latin, almost as a deflection from “that word.”** (I recall Emily Austin having to battle with her
publisher to get the word in the title of her book. And her introductory chapter on what pleasure
is, is excellent.)

Maybe it just takes repetition, and that repetition coming at it from slightly different angles – I
think that has been the case for me. And why I go back to reread such as Austin – I’ve read it all
twice now (some things thrice), and will likely do so again. I still need that repetition at the
basic level; maybe I get a slightly different “angle” on it each time. A process of absorption.

I doubt there are any “magic answers.” And I doubt – given the power and ubiquity of that
aforementioned enculturation – we’ll ever be as popular as the Stoics.

Just my ramblings on the questions you raise. Just keep doin’ the good work. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

* I had to struggle with that a bit too, even though I had “intellectually” seen through at least
most of it. Being here helped with that immensely (even if I’m a slow learner – or just innately
stubborn ).

** I want to be very, very clear that I see none of the longstanding members here, who do deep
research, do it for that reason! It, too, can be a pleasure – as well as valuable for all of us.
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