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Quote from DaveT

Respecting the man, and Epicurus' mind, is what the Forum is dedicated to, right

That's one way of looking at it, maybe like there is more than one way to view pleasure.

Yes if we respect Epicurus' mind and person, as Lucretius did for example, that's a good
guardrail. But just like Epicurus himself as a real person, we all have to live day to day and
focus on the most important issues, just as he wrote in the letter to Herodotus about not always
needing to know the details but always returning to the headings.

So I would say the real idea is to focus more on the importance of the core ideas which are
needed all the time (true views of gods, death, pleasure as the goal, pain as manageable) and
only after those are firmly established as the organizational principles would we be prudent to
be spending much time on secondary issues.

Of course its tricky - advocacy that Epicurus had a goal other than pleasure is not a secondary
issue at all. That takes us back to Pacatus' observation that we will never have consensus on
some things. If we are going to buiod content and community on the view that pleasure is the
goal, there has to be a limit on advocacy that undercuts that.
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