Rebuttal to a Stoic who stated that "flourishing"
would be a "better" goal of life than Pleasure

Post by “DaveT” of July 1, 2026 at 11:14 AM

I'm with all the comments so far. Perhaps looking beyond the language of the Epicurean and
the Stoic we need to consider the hegemon(s) of most ancient Greek philosophy recognized
only the very deepest thinkers, Plato's and Aristotle's elites, and perhaps Epicurus' Wise Man
can aspire to achieve the perfect life.

In any defense of Epicurus, I'm happy to rely on the first four Doctrines plus the letter to
Menoeceus, especially the explanation of Prudence in the letter.

If the Stoic interlocutor with Matteng is neither an elite student of Stoicism as it has evolved,
nor an attentive listener on Epicurean explanations he can't understand that philosophers
believed hardly anyone is a perfect practitioner of any philosophical belief, and therefore hardly
anyone can live a perfect life in an imperfect world. (For me, no one can)

For the student, for the people working to preserve our best understanding of Epicurus'
teaching, the battle is a worthy engagement. For the rest of us the choice of words usually has
ideosyncratic meaning as he/she is seeking a happy life and trying to understand the world
around us. If the word "flourishing" is such an important word choice for the Stoic to make an
argument with the Epicurean, I'd nod my head and say, "Have a nice day." (I say tomato, you
say tomatoh)
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