Rebuttal to a Stoic who stated that "flourishing"
would be a "better" goal of life than Pleasure

Post by “Cassius” of July 1, 2026 at 7:14 AM

One last comment for now - as to "flourishing" -- what does that word even mean? It's a weasel
word that avoids the real question of what is good and what is bad, how to live and how not to
live. Nature gives us only the feelings of pleasure and pain as inputs and we must reason based
on those, rather than on vague notions of "virtue" or "worth" or "nobility" which are implied to
exist under analysis like Aristotle is proposing. And he never establishes an ultimate basis for
any such concepts other than looking at what great men of the past have done, and that proves
nothing. "Flourishing" means nothing that can be grounded in nature rather than in pure
opinion - just like the word "virtue" itself.
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