Prolepsis and the Epicurean Gods (discussion split
from earlier thread started by Titus)

Post by “Cassius” of June 15, 2026 at 9:20 AM

I meant to say this previously but | believe | got cut short of time and deleted it.

In general | often find it surprising how much | agree with Tau Phi's perspective on Epicurean
philosophy despite the fact that he is very clear that he differs with Epicurus on certain key
issues (such as issues of skepticism and as we see in this thread, physics).

| think | understand where he is coming from on those and | respect his opinion as a matter of
disagreement.

On the issue of "gods" the subject is loaded like a nuclear bomb. | understand that here it is
particularly hard to put away preconceived notions of what the term "god" must necessarily
mean. | think those terminology issues lead to 90% of the disagreement that people in general
have about Epicurus' views of gods.

But on Tau Phi's comments on Titus' post as to "ultimates” | think we may eventually be able to
close the gap.

To me it's pretty clear that seeing things "on a spectrum," and seeing that there are clear
differences between the higher end of the spectrum and the lower end, does not constitute
"idealism." As | am reading Tau Phi's view he is arguing outside of BOTH the "idealist" and
"realist" perspectives, even though most readers of Epicurus find themselves gravitating
towards one or the other.

So | am thinking that talking through this further will be helpful and does not need to end with
just a statement that the views are irreconcilable.
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