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Quote from Patrikios

I find this way of viewing the prolepsis—as a mental extrapolation of human
excellence—makes the ‘prolepsis of gods’ framework feel more natural.

I would argue that the Epicurean theory on the Gods is still important, independent from what
one thinks of the possibility of receiving images or eidolas:

1.) As Patrikios said, the Gods symbolise ultimate excellence. They are something to orientate
to as personifications of the highest state a being can possibly achieve. They give an idea what
the happy life is.

2.a) The correct prolepsis of the Gods works as armour to save from wrong assumptions.
Usually, these are the human ideas of ultimate power and this ulimate power being obsessed
with moral behaviour. All of that is grounded in human projections rather than what ultimate
excellence really is.

2.b) Human ideas on otherworldly powers are real. Religion is all around and structuring the
lives of people. This is something we have to react to and interact with. Personally, I like the
idea of imperishable and blessed beings around because this states a direct counterpart to
human superstitions. Otherwise, we are in great danger of becoming overwhelmed by false
opinions.
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