
Relationship between AI/LLMs and prolepsis
Post by “Cassius” of June 12, 2026 at 7:25 PM

Also Titus this chat exchange has me thinking about something that I think needs to be a focus
of the forum in the future - and it's an aspect of prolepsis.

Taken separately, I think the data in the chat you presented is largely correct. As I said it's
probably stated more clearly than many of us can do ourselves. That makes the information in
the post a valuable data point.

But the value of that data point is limited if we can't integrate it into a bigger picture of how
and why it fits into the philosophy as a whole. I see this problem as analogous to what prolepsis
itself does - it's a faculty that takes individual data points out of an otherwise overwhelming
background noise, allows us to recognize patterns, and helps us apply those patterns to
evaluate future experiences.

Ultimately, the biggest pattern we need to be concerned about is the philosophy as a whole.
Saying "I understand what Chatgpt just wrote about anticipations" accomplishes next to
nothing if we have the ability to fit it into the big picture and then use that picture.

I'll use another example I think is far more of a problem: Reading the letter to Meneoeceus and
seeing "By pleasure we mean the absence of pain" means absolutely nothing unless we can
intelligently fix that into the big picture. Failing to see that the letter is about happiness, and
that happiness is about pleasure, but taking that part out of that context as if it can be taken
alone converts the entire philosophy into the command "minimize pain." And that's a disaster.

We've developed, and will continue to develop, lots of detailed information about individual
letters and books and writers and summaries. Each of those detailed treatments gives us
valuable data points. But if we don't integrate those points into the bigger picture they are
useless and get us nowhere.

Someone I follow on youtube had what I thought was a good video (below) about this issue of
high level integrated thinking. He framed it in terms of how to stay ahead of AI, but the focus of
his argument is that what makes humans smarter than AI is stronger ability to juggle lots of
isolated facts and see their relationships and evaluate them by context.

That's what I take away from your AI chat -- the facts stated seem to me to be generally
correct. The issue is whether we ourselves can integrate that information into a big picture that
allows us to see why it is important and what it means for daily life. The video makes the point
that "low-level thinking" - the accumulation of isolated facts - does not necessarily lead to
"higher-level thinking" where those facts are integrated into a working whole. I think he's right,
and that's a big problem we face.
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I don't know what the best way to push that forward will be. The video makes a couple of
suggestions. But I think "thematicallt" we need to move the forum forward needs to be in that
direction. All of the detailed information we develop is useless or even potentially harmful if we
don't see the relationships and integrate them into a working whole we can confidently apply.

https://youtu.be/-Xc_ExgwLs8

2
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4709-relationship-between-ai-llms-and-
prolepsis/?postID=40244#post40244

http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4709-relationship-between-ai-llms-and-prolepsis/?postID=40244#post40244
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4709-relationship-between-ai-llms-and-prolepsis/?postID=40244#post40244

