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Quote from DaveT

Nevertheless, I'm wondering if he believed there could be very many wise men among
the general population of his followers and they had a higher calling from him than all
of the others. And among those who were deemed wise, was he simply advocating
those few should devote themselves to teaching.

What do you know about this issue? Have you seen or read evidence of who and how
many men would qualify as wise in the Garden?

This may partially answer your question, Dave:

Quote

Seneca, Letters to Lucilius, 52.3: Epicurus remarks that certain men have worked
their way to the truth without anyone’s assistance, carving out their own passage. And
he gives special praise to these, for their impulse has come from within, and they have
forged to the front by themselves. Again, he says, there are others who need outside
help, who will not proceed unless someone leads the way, but who will follow faithfully.
Of these, he says, Metrodorus was one; this type of man is also excellent, but belongs
to the second grade. We ourselves are not of that first class, either; we shall be well-
regarded if we are admitted into the second. Nor need you despise a man who can gain
salvation only with the assistance of another; the will to be saved means a great deal,
too. You will find still another class of man – and a class not to be despised – who can
be forced and driven into righteousness, who do not need a guide as much as they
require someone to encourage and, as it were, to force them along. This is the third
variety. If you ask me for a man of this pattern also, Epicurus tells us that Hermarchus
was such. And of the two last-named classes, he is more ready to congratulate the one,
but he feels more respect for the other; for although both have reached the same goal,
it is a greater credit to have brought about the same result with the more difficult
material upon which to work.
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