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Post by “Don” of May 10, 2026 at 8:00 AM

Quote from Titus

Quote from Don

| want to note that where Martin Ferguson Smith gives "states" in the
translation, the Greek is katagtrpaol and kataotTnudTwy, that is katastémasi
and katastématon.

Do you have a recommendation how to translate this section smoothly where Ferguson
instead gives "states"? (Let us first discuss states...)

"States" isn't a bad choice as it tries to convey a stable condition rather than something in flux,
something moving. | will say | don't like "static" as that to me conveys ossification and rigidity.
In the past, I've written "It comes from kaBiotnuu according to LS) with connotations like
restore, return, set in order, etc. So it's not a static state, it's a return to order (ataraxia and
aponia) after the 'excitement' of euphrosyne and khara."

But you asked for a translation of the section. To be specific, katagtriuaot is a plural dative and
TOV KataoTnudTwy is the plural genitive of katdotnua "state, condition; which is related to
KaBiotnut. Check out that link for the numerous connotations of that word, including bring
down to a place; replace, restore; set in order, array, of soldiers; bring into a certain state; etc.
This is why translation is so tricky. Words have semantic contexts to a speaker of that language
that can be completely missed by simple substitutions from language A to B.

But that's never stopped me before < , SO here's my crack at the first sentence of the Greek
(Oh my! I am rusty!)...

Nulelc 6& Cnltpev HdN nOc 6 Blog NUelv ABLC yévnTal Kal év TOIC KATAGTAMAOL Kal €v Taic
npd&eav.

So, let us now consider what stable conditions and what actions produce the sweet, pleasant
life for us.
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