
How "Epicurean" is Diogenes of Oenoanda?
Post by “Cassius” of April 3, 2026 at 5:35 PM

Quote from wbernys

Curious for other opinions on this, is he an update on Epicurus crude hedonism for a
more developed one or is he kind of mixing Epicureanism with other concerns or rather
orthodox?

I see Diogenes of Oinoanda as completely orthodox and consistent with Lucretius' tone as to
sympathy for "hearts in darkness." And of course Epicurus' whole career and school-building
was outward-facing.

And I don't know what you would mean in referring to Epicurus' "crude hedonism" unless that's
coming from the viewpoint of a Ciceronian or modern dismissal of pleasure there as "crude."
And it's the Ciceronian and modern viewpoint that I would dismiss as "crude."
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