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One of the deepest and most consequential divisions in the history of philosophy runs not
between optimism and pessimism, or between free will and determinism, but between two
fundamentally different answers to a single question: what makes something real?

On one side stands a tradition stretching from Plato through the Stoics, through medieval
theology, through Kant, and into much of modern religion and academic philosophy: the view
that what is genuinely...
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