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Quote from Cassius

But I've found that there are writers I almost always find to be insightful, such as David
Sedley, and then here are others who aren't.

Agreed, I feel like a common thread to the less insightful commentators is ignoring Epicurus
aim of being a moral reformer and therapist as DeWitt explains. Emily Austin also i feel
understands this point of Epicurus mission. I think philosophers like Warren get too caught up in
the mental image of Epicurus as a secluded grouch who's only concerned is with internal logic
ignoring his main stated goal of ensuring people live pleasantly.

On the past for example he both encourages extreme gratitude for past goods and shuns being
tormented by past evils, which sounds inconsistent, but only if you ignore his concern of
pleasure as the chief good, not absolute internal logic like a dialectic. I feel like death is the
same, his concern is fear, not absolute consistent logic.

1
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4936-how-can-writing-a-will-be-justified-in-
epicureanism/?postID=38708#post38708

http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4936-how-can-writing-a-will-be-justified-in-epicureanism/?postID=38700#post38700
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4936-how-can-writing-a-will-be-justified-in-epicureanism/?postID=38708#post38708
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4936-how-can-writing-a-will-be-justified-in-epicureanism/?postID=38708#post38708

