
General View vs Detailed Exposition of Natural
Physics
Post by “Kalosyni” of December 18, 2025 at 9:20 AM

Here is an excerpt from an old post regarding DeWitt's 12 point summary:

Quote

1. Matter is uncreatable. << Meaning that at NO point did any supernatural force
create the universe. The universe operates by natural principles, and by natural
principles alone.

2. Matter is indestructible. << Meaning that the universe as a whole is always going to
be here, and it isn't going to mutate into "heaven" at the whim of any god. And nothing
other than matter IS indestructible. There is no realm of "ideal forms" of which what we
see around us is a poor reflection. What we see is what we get.

3. The universe consists of solid bodies and void. << Meaning that there is no
supernatural spirit, no divine fire, no First Cause, no Prime Mover - just elemental
matter that operates according to its own properties.

4. Solid bodies are either compounds or simple. << Meaning that what we see around
us is a combination of elemental matter and void, and that the properties of what we
see derive from those combinations, and not from the whim either of a supernatural
god or some whim that we ourselves wish to see. Nature is king, queen, and all that
there is.

5. The multitude of atoms is infinite. << Meaning that we here on Earth don't sit here
at the center of the universe with everything revolving around us, and God nodding
approvingly on the "outside." There is no "outside" the universe.

6. The void is infinite in extent. << Meaning that just as there is no limit to matter
there is no limit to the void. The universe is limitless in extent and the Earth is not
some playground of the gods.

7. The atoms are always in motion. << Meaning that change is the only constant, and
that only a fool who ignores nature would think that he or she can come to rest in the
arms of God or in "heaven," or be punished in "hell." So long as we live motion is
constant around us and in us, and it is up to us to manage our lives according to
Nature; after that our consciousness comes to an end along with the other qualities of
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the atoms which combined to become our bodies and minds.

8. The speed of atomic motion is uniform. << Meaning that at the level of the ultimate
essence of the universe everything is moving according to its own properties, whether
we can see and observe it or not.

9. Motion is linear in space, vibratory in compounds. << Meaning again that regardless
of what we can see with our eyes, at the atomic level motion is constant even in those
combinations of matter that appear to us to be at rest.

10. Atoms are capable of swerving slightly at any point in space or time. << Meaning
that our minds are not billiard balls where all our decisions and actions have been
predetermined with mathemetical precision and no alteration from the beginning of
time, which the Determinists and the followers of Fate would have us believe; it is
possible for human beings to have real effect on the course of their lives.

11. Atoms are characterized by three qualities: weight, shape and size. << Meaning
that the atoms have properties which we can discover and on which we can rely to
predict the nature of the atoms and the combinations they form, which means that we
have the ability to explore nature through science and improve our lives with the
knowledge we gain.

12. The number of the different shapes is not infinite, merely innumerable. << Meaning
that there are limits to the properties of matter which gives rise to the combined bodies
that exist in our own experience, and that as a result we can observe Nature and derive
ideas about how Nature operates that will assist us in living - we are not faced with a
chaotic and random universe in which no knowledge is possible, as alleged by the
skeptics.

Display More 

You can read the original post and thread: over here.
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