
Hypotheticals: Would An Epicurean Hook Himself Up
To An "Experience Machine" or a "Pleasure
Machine"?
Post by “Don” of December 4, 2025 at 8:09 PM

I would go further in saying the "experience machine" hypothetical in all its forms is NOT about
choosing pleasure over pain/reality, it's about choosing reality for the promise of a blissful
alternative existence. The person/entity offering the experience machine is promising you
pleasure, an alternative experience from the one you're living now filled with your subjective
pleasure. You have no way of evaluating those claims -- until you're hooked up.
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