
Epicurean Physics and Canonics at Three Levels of
Reality
Post by “TauPhi” of December 3, 2025 at 6:07 PM

Quote from Joshua

I think a similar model of the human perception, experience, knowledge, and intimation
of nature can be useful in the study of Epicurean physics. In the Epicurean view, this
Middle World is defined by the limits of what we can perceive with our senses. When we
venture into the lower or higher levels of reality, it becomes apparent that a veil has
fallen over our eyes, and that the methods by which we attempt to penetrate that veil
must necessarily be limited, too.

Fascinating post, Joshua . I would argue, and it's partly a speculation on my behalf, that ancient
Epicureans suggested a way to get to the truth behind the veil by introducing what some call a
fourth criterion of truth - image perceptions of the mind. I tried to explain the purpose of these
to Little Rocker some time ago by describing image perceptions of the mind as 'the ability to
know truth about our surroundings outside of the direct contact.'

Here's the link to my post (#65), if someone is interested. I gave an example of distance there
but it can easily be changed to scale to reflect indirect levels of reality. As I mentioned above,
it's just me thinking out loud about the forth criterion so I give no guarantees that anything
there is correct but here it is, nonetheless:

Post
RE: Episode 234 - Cicero's OTNOTG - 09 - Dealing With Marcus Aurelius
And The Canonical Basis For the Epicurean View Of Divinity

[…]

Image perceptions of the mind are 'senses at the distance', so to speak. According to
Epicureans every object (most likely with the exception of singular atoms and the void - but
let's not go there right now) emits images - εἰδωλα. That's why we have two ways of detecting
objects:

1) direct contact - eidolas do not make any difference as we have exposure to the objects
themselves. In this scenario, the senses are criterion of truth (take precedence) for image
perceptions of the mind, which in…
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