
Sunday November 9, 2025 - Zoom Discussion 12:30
PM EST - Epicurus on Good And Evil
Post by “DaveT” of November 9, 2025 at 8:12 PM

Cassius Thank you for the deep dive above. I read all of the selections until Cicero, when I got
tired and skimmed his take.

My take away from the selections is kind of like: Epicurus: What's good for me is good and
what's bad for me is bad with proportions of each depending on prudence. And if everyone does
it that way; "what a wonderful world it would be." (to borrow a phrase from a popular tune.)

While contrarily, Cicero is saying: Sure, I get that, sort of; but let's get real here. Everyone in
the world can't be allowed to judge on their own, we'll have chaos. We need clear standards of
right and wrong.

And then, I start to remember that when we do act for our own good, whether judged by
pleasure, or by adhering to Virtues, there sometimes are unintended bad or evil consequences
for others. And that leaves me wondering how to reconcile both Stoic and Epicurean real world
consequences of individual as well as communal actions.
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