
Alexa in the Garden of Epicurus
Post by “DaveT” of August 25, 2025 at 6:24 PM

I have a hard time dealing with the words “skeptic, skepticism, etc.” Sometimes people use
them carelessly, and other times, perhaps after thoughtfulness, they use them in a narrow
sense. His use seems to be that of the ancient Greek Skeptics. We’ve all looked at the chart
that came from the article that I read. I’m skeptical about the author’s credibility (he’s a music
critic). But, okay.

The chart is alleged to show possible results from his diagnosis of societal problems caused by
AI, but these are possibilities that have no relationship to the probability of anything he wrote
about occurring. Sadly, mental illness is a curse for those trying to survive in our modern world,
but come on! Blaming AI? Already? For sure, we need guardrails on any new application of
advanced technology, but his chart could be a list of fearsome results from the discovery of
mRNA vaccines.

As far as his chart goes, yes, those are bad things, bad, bad, bad things for any society’s
common welfare. (I’m getting out of breath here.) I could blame those ills on many things
affecting individuals yesterday, today, or tomorrow. So, meh.

I reject his scare tactics, and more specifically, I reject his definition of skepticism as a negative
behavior. Skepticism is healthy when properly used. My definition varies depending on the
topic. A general usage to me is that I’m skeptical of any proposition that seems to lack proofs,
and I’m willing to suspend my belief or disbelief until I see enough proof to satisfy me.
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