What is Virtue and what aspects of Virtue does an
Epicurean cultivate?

Post by “Pacatus” of August 15, 2025 at 4:57 PM

Quote from Kalosyni

Principal Doctrine 5 - An Epicurean sees virtue as important for a happy and
pleasurable life because it is the means to a happy and pleasurable life - virtue is itself
not the end goal but is the way that leads to a pleasurable life.

In addition to PD5, there is also this --

Letter to Menoiceus 132: “Of all this the beginning and the greatest good is prudence.
Wherefore prudence is a more precious thing even than philosophy: for from prudence are
sprung all the other virtues, and it teaches us that it is not possible to live pleasantly without
living prudently and honorably and justly, (nor, again, to live a life of prudence, honor, and
justice) without living pleasantly. For the virtues are by nature bound up with the pleasant life,
and the pleasant life is inseparable from them.”

http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4335-what-is-virtue-and-what-aspects-of-virtue-does-an-epicurean-
cultivate/?postiID=36761#post36761 1



http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4335-what-is-virtue-and-what-aspects-of-virtue-does-an-epicurean-cultivate/?postID=34403#post34403
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4335-what-is-virtue-and-what-aspects-of-virtue-does-an-epicurean-cultivate/?postID=36761#post36761
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4335-what-is-virtue-and-what-aspects-of-virtue-does-an-epicurean-cultivate/?postID=36761#post36761

