
Plutarch's Major Works Against Epicurus
Post by “DaveT” of July 30, 2025 at 6:23 PM

Cassius: Thanks. I respect your scholarly analysis and your cautions to me on the Introduction
above. I have read Austin and just reviewed Nikolsky's Abstract <
https://www.academia.edu/11301216/Epicu…work_card=title>

But it seems to me they and most of the textual histories are far deeper than I am inclined to
dig into. Records here on EpicureanFriends are satisfactory guidance from a master logician
and communicator for my level.

The distinctions of types of pleasure you point out haven't concerned me that much for two
reasons: most of the writers in ancient times up to the present, seem to have a motive, dare I
say an ax to grind, and I usually take everything I read, including expert translations of texts
supporting Epicurus as useful, with at least a small grain of salt. And secondly, my nature is to
try to boil down complex thoughts to the simplest analysis I'm able to absorb so that I can
structure a lifestyle I'm comfortable with.

I didn't read the section on the Introduction to the Plutarch's writing I posted above to be
anything more than my discovery of an interpretation by a scholar, who among so many others
was trying to make sense of Plutarch's thoughts. Since it looks to me that almost everything we
attribute as Epicurus' thoughts are second hand except perhaps the few original records extent
we are forced to accept those records as good faith efforts by other men who support Epicurean
philosophy.
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