Preuss - "Epicurean Ethics - Katastematic Hedonism"

Post by “DistantLaughter” of July 12, 2025 at 9:55 PM

The core initial objection rightly highlights a significant conceptual tension within the
katastematic/kinetic distinction: if katastematic pleasure is understood as an evaluative mental
process, can it truly be regarded as a form of “rest” or non-motion? This challenge exposes the
difficulty of neatly categorizing complex mental phenomena within rigid binaries.

However, this critique may rest on an overly restrictive interpretation of “motion” and “rest” in
the context of Epicurean psychology. The evaluative activity constitutive of katastematic
pleasure need not be equated with the disruptive or agitative motions characteristic of sensory
or passionate pleasures. Instead, it can be conceived as a stable, reflective cognitive state—an
ongoing but tranquil affirmation—that preserves ataraxia rather than undermines it. Thus,
“motion” here need not imply mental agitation but can signify a subtle, sustained cognitive
engagement consistent with mental tranquility.

Furthermore, the katastematic/kinetic distinction itself is a later philosophical construct
imposed retrospectively on Epicurus’s thought, which was far more fluid and pragmatic. Mental
phenomena, especially within Epicurean ethics, resist simplistic binary classification, and it is
plausible that katastematic pleasure encompasses a spectrum of minimally active evaluative
states that nonetheless maintain serene equanimity.

Ironically, this very dispute over categorical precision—arguably a kinetic agitation of the
mind—may itself undermine the Epicurean ideal of peace of mind (ataraxia) that these

concepts aim to clarify. The passionate contestation over definitions risks generating precisely
the mental disturbance that Epicurean ethics seeks to avoid, underscoring the limitations of
philosophical categorization when it becomes an end in itself rather than a means to tranquility.

Ultimately, the challenge invites us to exercise interpretive humility and to balance conceptual
rigor with sensitivity to the lived experience and pragmatic aims of Epicurean philosophy.

http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4614-preuss-epicurean-ethics-katastematic-
hedonism/?postID=36328#post36328 1



http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4614-preuss-epicurean-ethics-katastematic-hedonism/?postID=36328#post36328
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4614-preuss-epicurean-ethics-katastematic-hedonism/?postID=36328#post36328

