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As far as what I gather is behind Kalosyni's attention her post, after we slice out the
"supernatural" part of the discussion, which is admittedly a huge part, I do think that there are
very important functions that Epicurean community could and should fill that parallel some of
the functions assumed by the opposing religions. People live only a short number of years, and
it's important to provide continuity. Older people have to preserve information and coordinate
activities from which younger people can learn, and everyone at any age needs a support
group for all sorts of reasons. Those functions are best filled by finding like-minded friends, and
Epicurean philosophy provides a lot of the glue about what "like-minded" means in a social
contest.

I haven't re-read the older parts of this thread either, but I seem to recall that that was the drift
of the prior discussion. Kalosyni's bringing up the subject again, but not any conclusions from
the past, shows how important the issue is and how things need to develop into the direction
where some kind of social connection/unity is in place.
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