Lucian of Samosata - Main Biography

Post by “Bryan” of March 20, 2025 at 6:06 PM

I wanted to highlight this section 19 from Lucian's "The Runaways" where he says, of
hypocritical philosophers, (particularly the cynics):

"I will not tire you with a description of their drunken orgies; observe, however, that these are
the men who preach against drunkenness and adultery and avarice and lewdness. Could any
contrast be greater than that presented by their words and their deeds? They speak their
detestation of flattery: a Gnathonides and a Struthias are less fulsome than they. They bid men
tell the truth: yet their own tongues cannot move but to utter lies. To hear them, you would say
they were at war with pleasure, and Epicurus their bitterest foe: yet nothing do they do but for
pleasure's sake. Querulous, irritable, passionate as cradled babes, they are a derision to the
beholder; the veriest trifle serves to move their ire, to bring the purple to their cheeks,
ungoverned fury to their eyes, foam-call it rather venom-to their lips."
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