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A majority of U.S. adults (55%) say that whether something is right or wrong often
depends on the situation. Fewer than half say there are clear and absolute standards
by which to decide whether something is right or wrong, according to the 2023-24
Religious Landscape Study (RLS).

In response to a separate question, the survey finds that 68% of Americans say it is
possible to be moral and have good values without believing in God. Just 30% say it is
necessary to believe in God in order to be moral and have good values.

Half of highly religious Americans say that belief in God is necessary to be moral and
have good values, and 61% say there are clear and absolute standards for right and
wrong.78

The survey also asked Americans about various factors they may consider when
making moral decisions.

Slightly more than half of Americans (53%) say religious teachings and beliefs are
extremely important or very important when making decisions between right and
wrong. But the percentage of U.S. adults who say this is considerably lower than the
shares who view practical experience and common sense (93%), logic and reason
(92%) and scientific information (75%) as extremely or very important for moral
decision-making.

The vast majority of U.S. adults at all levels of religiousness say that “practical
experience and common sense” and “logic and reason” are extremely or very
important for deciding between right and wrong.

Highly religious Americans are less likely than those with low levels of religious
engagement to consider scientific information to be an important factor in moral
decisions. Nevertheless, a clear majority of the highly religious (67%) view scientific
information as important.

Not surprisingly, Americans who are highly religious are much more likely than those
with low religious engagement to view religious principles as important for deciding
between right and wrong. Overall, 94% of highly religious Americans say religious
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teachings and beliefs are extremely or very important to how they think about matters
of right and wrong.79
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