Episode 270 - Life Is Desirable, But Unlimited Time
Contains No Greater Pleasure Than Limited Time
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88] These things are said most inconsistently. For when he places the highest good in pleasure,
he denies that pleasure can be greater in an infinite period of life than in a finite and limited
one. He who places all good in virtue can say that a happy life is perfected by the perfection of
virtue; for he denies that the highest good brings increase day by day. But he who will think
that pleasure can make life happy, who will he be if he denies that pleasure increases with
length? Therefore, not even pain. Does the longest pain make any miserable person, and
duration makes pleasure less desirable? What is it, then, why does Epicurus always call God
thus happy and eternal? For, taking away eternity, Jupiter is in no way happier than Epicurus;
for both enjoy the highest good, that is, pleasure. ‘But for here also pain.” But he makes him
nothing; for he says that if he were to burn, he would say, ‘How sweet this is!’
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