Discussion of Matthew 7:6 “Pearls Before Swine
(Epicureans?)”

Post by “Cassius” of January 22, 2025 at 5:24 AM

Very interesting thought. In my experience actual animals don't find stone-like objects of any
kind to be particularly interesting one way or another, so | wouldn't expect them to take much
notice of pearls.

So is this a figurative slam at Epicureans and Cynics rather than actual pigs and dogs?

I'm not aware that there was a significant body of Cynics active during the times this statement
was allegedly made, but | definitely think that's worth consideration, especially since | gather
that the attitude toward dogs and pigs among the Judeo-christians of the time was generally
negative.

I have never felt that what | understand to be Cynicism is attractive at all, but to the extent
there is a core of affinity between their attitude and the honesty and forthrightness of dogs,
then since | like dogs more than many people, | would find that to be the best attribute of
"Cynicism."

Seeing the phrase not as a focusing on the obvious truth that it's not good to throw away
valuable things, but as more focused on slamming "undesirables" like dogs and pigs, and
connecting that with Epicureans, does make sense to me.
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