Epicurean Philosophy vs Charvaka / Lokayata

Post by “Eikadistes” of January 15, 2025 at 10:54 AM

Quote from Julia

Quote from Eikadistes

Theologically, the Epicureans endorsed the existence of deities, whereas the
Indian materialists saw them as being pure fictions of misinformed, human
imaginations.

Well...we have to take into account the dangers of "heresy" at the time, and also
consider the complete re-definition of the word "gods" by Epicureans. When it comes
down to it, don't Epicureans and Charvaka both think about the same of supernatural
gods, gods in the sense of Zeus and Ganesh? | suppose that Charvaka rejected them
more absolutely, whereas Epicurean philosophy remains open to the
psychological/social usefulness of symbols and rituals?

Very true. Neither group tolerated supernatural propositions.

I think that Charvaka philosophers viewed the "religious experience" itself as a delusion and
prayer as totally ineffective, whereas Epicureans saw the experience (as he describes early
humans encountering inspiring visions in dream-states) as natural (as he did prayer), and of
psychological value. | think the Charvaka opinion is a bit more like modern atheists.

Well, | guess that's one of the key points: they were atheists.
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