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What would you do if you were Sisyphus?

(For the purposes of Epicurean theology, let's say that Sisyphus was being punished, not by a
supernatural being, but by ... Oh, I don't know ... just thinking something random off the top of
my head ... crippling economic debt).

Camus said he'd quit pushing the rock. That might work in the case of a petty deity. (You're
already in Hell, right?)

Epicurus provides some pointers. Lucretius even speaks to this precise myth:

"In life, too, we have a Sisyphus before our eyes who is bent on asking from the
people the rods and cruel axes, and always retires defeated and disappointed." (De
Rerum Natura 3.995)

"But even if the wise were tortured on a rack, they would be happy, and only the
wise will have gratitude for friends both present and absent alike through both word
and through deed. However, when tortured on the rack, at some point they both
moan and wail." (Diogenes Laërtius, Lives of Eminent Philosophers 10.118)

"We must simultaneously laugh and philosophize and manage a household and
administrate the economic affairs and never let go of the language of the true
philosophies." (Vatican Saying 41)

Then again...

"Great stresses draw [life] short, and such times [provide] no great abundance. For
the stress that is hyperbolic will bring on to death." (Bailey's Fragments 64 and 65)

I think maybe Dr. Seuss summed it up, best:

“So be sure when you step, Step with care and great tact.
And remember that life's A Great Balancing Act."

1http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4215-the-reality-of-sisyphus/?postID=33605#post33605

http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4215-the-reality-of-sisyphus/?postID=33605#post33605

