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Post by “Bryan” of January 5, 2025 at 8:21 AM

Quote from Cassius

The mind is a real thing, but it is nothing above and beyond the atoms that constitute it
.

I agree the O'Keefe model is not good. The "Sedley / anti-reductionist" argument also strikes
me as the natural interpretation. We can create our own mental movement.

Many things are "greater than the sum of their parts" and have emergent qualities that
absolutely exist, even if those qualities do not exist in-and-of-themselves. Although I was
wondering if O'Keefe is technically correct that this viewpoint is not really "anti-reductionist."

Epikouros is a reductionist in the sense that he reduces everything to the atoms and void, but
he is not a reductionist in the sense that he does accept the real existence of everything that
we see and feel. Would it be more accurate and expedient to say he is a reductionist and not an
elimitivist?

Quote from Cassius

Sedley seems clearly right in his broad strokes that excessive reductionism is akin to
excessive skepticism and excessive determinism

I agree. Epikouros makes good use of reductionism, skepticism and determinism -- but he does
so with nuance -- and he does reject the version of each that "goes all the way."

This was the angle of my interest, which we have discussed before: to what extent is it
beneficial for us to employ a term for the "excessive" version of each? (as "Pyrrhonism" stands
for excessive skepticism.)
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