Eliminative Materialism

Post by “Don” of January 4, 2025 at 1:02 PM

Quote from Bryan

O'Keefe makes it simple when he says: "To explain something is not necessarily to
explain it away."

| do like that quote. And the article goes on...
Quote

To explain something is not necessarily to explain it away. Nor does saying that the
mind is nothing above and beyond a group of atoms entail that the mind is unreal; it
entails just the opposite: if the mind is identified with a group of atoms, and the group
of atoms is real, so too is the mind. The reductionist in philosophy of mind need not say
dismissively that mental facts are "mere appearances" of atomic facts; it is the
eliminativist who does that. ... A reductionist can accept that wholes have properties
that their parts do not. People can cry, while atoms cannot, but if crying is nothing
more than the secretion of water from the tear ducts of a living organism, we can
explain what crying is, and why people can cry while atoms cannot, in a way consistent
with being a reductionist about crying.
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