Research Question: DelLattre's "Les Epicuriens" And
the State of Publication of Herculaneum Texts

Post by “Cassius” of May 25, 2019 at 6:32 PM

Can | pose a question to any of our readers who might have access to knowledge about the
current state of the Herculaneum texts:

Nearby, Hiram posts a link to an article he wrote about Philodemus On Music. Some of the
material for his article comes (I understand) from "Les Epicurens" edited by Daniel Delattre. |
have a copy of that myself, but | don't read French, so | can't read the details as to what part of
the reconstruction of the text is speculative and part is firm. | see that the section on Music
contains over sixty pages of small print, of which | will attach pictures of the first page below. |
am also attaching a summary of a Cambridge publication which indicates that the surviving
text was in poor condition.

This is a general question that has occurred to me ever since | heard of the DelLattre book, and
isn't limited to this current discussion of Philodemus on Music. Can someone who is familiar
with the state of academic research and Delattre's publications enlighten me on this question:

| find it difficult to understand how (1) so much material appears to survive from Herculaneum
to be translated into French, but (2) so little of that same material appears to available in
English. Perhaps this is just the result of my own lack of research, but | find the situation
difficult to understand.

| gather that the Delattre book was published in 2010, and it appears to have a great deal
material from Philodemus and even Epicurus himself (some forty pages from "On Nature") that |
have never seen in English. Is it possible that the French just care about Epicurus more than do
English-speakers? Or is there some other explanation why Delattre has so much more text than
do English publications on Epicurus?

Thanks very much!
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Philodemus on Ethos in Music

L. P. Wilkinson &7 @
https://doi.org/10.1017/50009838800025878  Published online: 11 February 2009

Extract The fragmentary columns of the Fourth Book of Philodemus' niep povatkg were the first-fruits of Herculaneum,
published in 1793, with venturesome reconstructions and learned notes, by the Academici of Naples. Fragments of
the other books occur in four volumes of the Collectio Altera of 1862-5. A. Teubner Text by ). Kemke, a pupil of
Biicheler, appeared in 1884, upon which Gomperz made a number of improvements in a pamphlet published in the
following year. Otherwise, save for a few pagesin H. Abert's Die Lehre vom Ethos in der griechischen Musik published in
1899, the work has attracted very little attention; which is scarcely surprising in view of the state of the text and the
peculiar awkwardness of Philodemus' Greek.
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