Why isn't "satisfaction" the guide of life?

Post by “Julia” of December 24, 2024 at 10:17 AM

Yes! And also: This maintains the distinction between the goal (pleasure), the guide (pleasure),
and the-thing-to-be-attained (satisfaction/fulfillment). To me, their interaction is rather peculiar:
One is aiming for (goal) and following (guide) one thing (pleasure), and then attains that thing
plus another (satisfaction/fulfilment), but if one were to aim for or follow the other, would (quite
possibly) attain neither (as Cassius said earlier: "l don't think it would be possible for me to say
at the end that | was satsified if | had set "being satisfied" as my guide all along the way").

This analogy helped me wrap my head around it; maybe it helps someone else, so here we go:
If you lived in a remote cabin, satisfaction/fulfilment could mean having a shed full of firewood
(= filled one's cup of pleasure) for winter. However, if that's so, you would not aim for having a
shed full of firewood, because that could mislead you into building a very tiny shed and/or trick
you into never using any of the wood you chopped down years and years ago. Instead, you
would aim for making as many logs/billets (pleasure) as you can (goal), and let your method be
guided by how many you get done (guide).
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