Article: "Extraterrestrial Life May Look Nothing Like
Life On Earth..." (and for our purposes, applying the
article to "gods")

Post by “Don” of December 15, 2024 at 9:56 AM

Quote from Cassius

I'll likely never accept that in philosophical discussion there is a necessity of mapping
into modern paradigms that are regularly changing and within which the experts don't
even agree among themselves. I'll let those who want to try do to that pursue that, and
| do understand that some want to do that.

Quote from Bryan

Cosmos connects well with a galaxy, To Pan with the universe. If we want other cosmoi,
I'd think we only have to accept multiple galaxies. As we know, Epikouros uses Cosmos
in the plural, but not To Pan.

Quote from Don

To be clear about my perspective: when Epicurus says k6auo¢ cosmos "world" | think
the evidence is that he means a planet (Earth) and all its accompanying sky and stars.
Another "world" or kbéouoc is this same system elsewhere. The universe, To MNav (To
Pan) "The All" is the entirety of existence that contains ALL these cosmoi.

Honestly, | think that trying to map KOZMOZ "kosmos", KOZMOI "kosmoi", and TO MAN "The All"
onto modern concepts, especially concepts and theories that are evolving, is a fool's errand.
Epicurus' conceptions of kosmoi and The All were fundamentally different than our own. My
understanding is that kosmoi were islands of order in The All. Kosmos literally means "order"
(actually related to English cosmetic, bringing order to one's face or appearance). Our word
"planet" to the Greeks was simply a wandering star, mAavitng, against the fixed stars in the
sky. Epicurus didn't speak of beings on another mAavitng but beings in/on/inhabiting other
kéouol. Earth, to him as best | can ascertain, was where we lived in our kéouog.

That's why discussions like this about theology or cosmology are often talking past each other.
When the ancients were talking about an intermundia "between worlds" or METAKOXZMOZ they
didn't imagine planets or worlds or galaxies or multiverses. They had their ideas, . We have our
ideas, informed by science and observation. | need to accept that Epicurus and the ancient
Greek cosmological concepts have no necessity to equate with my modern ideas. They may
overlap slightly, but they cannot be made to synchronize.
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