what did epicurean actually mean by free will ? i
think the article on the main page is confusing
determinism with fatalism
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5 There Is No Necessity To Live Under The Control
1) Of Necessity,

There |5 No Necessity To Live Under the Control Of Necassity

During the brief span of itz that is available to us there are no supematural commandments to fallow and it is necessary for us to act wisely to
identfy the best lf= available to us. Therefore Epicurus held that there could be nathing mare demaralizing than to think that we have no power
over our achions and our future. Epicurus therefore singled out two bellef systems as particulary false and hamnful. The first falsehood s
"Determinism” - the view that due to fate, supematuralforces, or even a purely mechanisic understanding of nature of atoms, we have no
control whatsoever over our ives.
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Epicurus realized that Determinism is not only damaging, but demonsrably false. Against such mechanistic views of the universe Epicurus el
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advanced not only the physics of 'the swerve of the atom," but he also pointed out the sef-contradictory nature Determinism. Epicurus cited this 3
self-contradiction when he wrote: “The man who says that all tings come to pass by necessity cannot criicize one who denies that all tings
came to pass by necessty: for he admits that this too happens of necessity" (V3 40) And as a practical matter Epicurus pointed out that we do
clearly have control over the supreme chaice in fe: we have the abilty to end our fives at any time, 50 nothing can compel us to confinue to live

Under necessity.

Epicurus held that if we have the power to make this most mportant decision in [, we also have the power to control many other lesser
aspects of fife. Deterministic or fatalistc beliefs are poisons that must be avoided at all costs, so Epicurus wrate "Far, indeed, it were befler to
fallow the myths abaut the gods than to become a slave to the desfiny of the natural philasophers: for the former sugaests a hape of placafing
the gods by warship, whereas the atter invalves a necessity which knows na placation." :
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