Diving Deep Into The History of The Tetrapharmakon
/ Tetrapharmakos

Post by “Cassius” of December 7, 2024 at 4:50 PM

Hey this might actually lead to something - but note the qualifying last sentence. | hope this
doesn't lead us to find eventually that the term was intended by the christians who used it to
be insulting, as one might read DeWitt to deduce....

So the name tetrapharmakos, and not just the details of the formulation, does appear in the
Philodemus text itself?

--- For Comparison Purposes, Grok:

When was the word "Tetrapharmakon" first used?

The word "Tetrapharmakon" (or its variant "Tetrapharmakos") was first used in the context of
ancient Greek pharmacology, but its metaphorical use in Epicurean philosophy dates back to
the 1st century BCE. Specifically, it appears in the works of Philodemus, preserved in the
Herculaneum Papyri, where it refers to the four chief doctrines or remedies for healing the soul.
This is documented in sources like the Liddell-Scott Greek Lexicon, which lists the term and its
uses, and various discussions on Epicurean philosophy websites.

Who was the NEXT person after Philodemus to mention it?

After Philodemus, the next known mention of the "Tetrapharmakon" comes from the early
Christian writers Hippolytus of Rome and Tertullian, both of whom referenced it in their works
critiquing Epicurean philosophy. This is based on posts found on X.
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