Diving Deep Into The History of The Tetrapharmakon
/ Tetrapharmakos

Post by “Cassius” of December 7, 2024 at 1:49 PM

Quote from Don

it was definitely in use and in circulation among the wider Epicurean community. It's
authenticity as an Epicurean "memento" verse is indisputable

Don aside from the papyrus we are talking about what citations can you provide for that?
Possibly they are in the thread above and if so | will delete this post... (But after looking | don't
see anything.)

| cited in this post above that Bailey does not mention it appearing anywhere else. But maybe
someone has found another cite. Can anyone provide a cite to where this appears other than
the papyrus? | seem to recall there might be something brief in Cicero but not even a full
recitation that would verify that this is the version. But by all means let's keep an eye out to
track this down.

Post
RE: Diving Deep Into The History of The Tetrapharmakon /
Tetrapharmakos

In Bailey's "Epicurus, the Extant Remains" there is no reference to any appearance of this
formulation anywhere in the ancient world other than the above-referenced Herculaneum
scroll:

epicureanfriends.com/wcf/attachment/231/
i

Cassius

February 2, 2019 at 2:29 PM

In the intervening time since this thread was started we have spent a lot of time with Cicero
and he quotes Epicurus in great detail but does not ever give this formulation the kind of
central estimation of being a summary of the whole philosophy that it receives in the modern
world. Cicero lets Torquatus and Velleius go on and on with apparently reliable explanation of
many without any reference to this formulation.
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If some combination of Lucretius or Diogenes of Oinoanda or Diogenes Laertius or any similar
figure were found to have cited this formulation | would feel entirely differently.
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