
Why Minimizing All Desire Is Incorrect (And What To
Do Instead)
Post by “Don” of December 7, 2024 at 10:12 AM

Quote from Cassius

I wanted to use both the like and the smile face.

Back at you...

Now we're getting somewhere.

Quote from Cassius

You mean there is doubt in your mind about that?

Yes, I suppose that's true. That could have been phrased better on my part.

Quote from Cassius

BUT - and this is a big point - the reason it's not proper to go further and say that
choosing them will DEFINITELY bring more pain than pleasure is that there is no force of
determinism in the universe that guarantees that result. Generally, even an
overwhelming number of times, the result is predictable, but it's not always
predictable, because there is no force of necessity which requires it to be so. When
Epicurus wouldn't even admit it to be necessary that Metrodorus will necessarily be
alive or dead tomorrow, he's not going to admit it to be necessary that any particular
choice will necessarily lead to a precise result in terms of net pleasure or pain.

BUT - if one thinks they're going to be the exception to the general rule, they're usually
disappointed. Does someone from time to time win the lottery? Sure, but how much money has
been lost by innumerable people in getting to that win? This PD + 11 & 12 conveys to me the
supreme importance of learning from nature, from what our senses tell us. We don't live a
hypothetical existence. We live here and now in this material universe and in these mortal,
physical bodies using our senses and our minds to make the most prudent decisions to live a
life as imbued with pleasure as we are able.

I agree that Epicurus wouldn't entertain the Metrodorus question. He also didn't appear to like
the paradox of the hooded father*. To me, Epicurus didn't like playing word games. He said
what he meant and meant what he said. Our problem, often, is that he said it 2,300 years ago
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in ancient Greek.

*A person is presented with a person wearing a hood and is asked "Do you know this person?"
Unbeknownst to the person being asked, it's his father under hood. This is supposed to show
one can know and not know something at the same time.
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