Stoics Aren't Ascetics... It's Those Epicureans!
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Under these circumstances the multitude turned their thoughts towards Marcus Brutus,
who was thought to be a descendant of the elder Brutus on his father's side, on his
mother's side belonged to the Servilii, another illustrious house, and was a son-in-law
and nephew of Cato. 2 The desires which Brutus felt to attempt of his own accord the
abolition of the monarchy were blunted by the favours and honours that he had
received from Caesar. 3 For not only had his life been spared at Pharsalus after
Pompey's flight, and the lives of many of his friends at his entreaty, but also he had
great credit with Caesar. 4 He had received the most honourable of the praetorships for
the current year, and was to be consul three years later, having been preferred to
Cassius, who was a rival candidate. 5 For Caesar, as we are told, said that Cassius
urged the juster claims to the office, but that for his own part he could not pass Brutus
by.105 6 Once, too, when certain persons were actually accusing Brutus to him, the
conspiracy being already on foot, Caesar would not heed them, but laying his hand
upon his body said to the accusers: "Brutus will wait for this shrivelled skin,"106
implying that Brutus was worthy to rule because of his virtue, but that for the sake of
ruling he would not become a thankless villain. 7 Those, however, who p589 were
eager for the change, and fixed their eyes on Brutus alone, or on him first, did not
venture to talk with him directly, but by night they covered his praetorial tribune and
chair with writings, most of which were of this sort: "Thou art asleep, Brutus," or, "Thou
art not Brutus."107 8 When Cassius perceived that the ambition of Brutus was
somewhat stirred by these things, he was more urgent with him than before, and
pricked him on, having himself also some private grounds for hating Caesar; these |
have mentioned in the Life of Brutus.107 9 Moreover, Caesar actually suspected him,
so that he once said to his friends: "What, think ye, doth Cassius want? I like him not
over much, for he is much too pale." 10 And again, we are told that when Antony and
Dolabella were accused to him of plotting revolution, Caesar said: "I am not much in
fear of these fat, long-haired fellows, but rather of those pale, thin ones," meaning
Brutus and Cassius.
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[5] €lxe pévtol kai 6 broyiag 6 Katoap adtov, KoTe Kai mpdg ToLG @iAoug einelv moTe:
‘Tl paiveTal BouvAduevog LUV Kdoolog; €uol eV yop oD Alav dpéokel Alav wYpOG Wv.’
MAALY 6& Afyetal, mepl Avtwviov kal AoAoBEAAa OlofoAfic mpog aldTov, WG
vewTepl(Colev, €ABoLONG, ‘oL Tavv,” edval, ‘TodToug dEBOoLKA TOLC mayelc Kal KopATag,
HAAAOV B¢ TOUG WYPOLG Kal AemtolC ékelvoug’ Kdoalov Aéywv kal Bpobtov.
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edit: you may recognize the Greek word as it has come into English; ochre
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