
Why Do We Consider The Absence of Pain To Be
Pleasure?
Post by “Cassius” of November 8, 2024 at 6:33 AM

I crossposted with Julia but have one comment on post 8:

Quote from Julia

I, by virtue of being human, gravitate towards pleasure and comfort naturally; this
happens on its own, I don't need to actively maintain it, as it is its own reward; I don't
need to embrace it, I merely need to welcome it

I'm not sure about that last sentence, and taken out of context I suspect it doesn't quite ring
right. "I merely need to welcome it" could be read as a kind of muted Stoic-sounding
indifference. I think once you put everything in context of how short life is and how you have a
limited opportunity to enjoy it, most people are going to see themselves as "pursuing" pleasure,
rather than seeing themselves as sort of idly waiting to welcome whatever happens to come
along.

In the context of the rest of the post I think there's no problem and it's consistent. The senses
tell you the right thing to do by virtue of being human. But I also think some people have a
constant temptation to gloss over the point that they need to take action, mental and physical,
to live the best life possible to them. The temptation to avoid that realization is an interesting
form of corruption.

Again as Torquatus stated it:

Torquatus In On Ends [30]: Every creature, as soon as it is born, seeks after pleasure and
delights therein as in its supreme good, while it recoils from pain as its supreme evil, and
banishes that, so far as it can, from its own presence, and this it does while still uncorrupted,
and while nature herself prompts unbiased and unaffected decisions.
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