Why Do We Consider The Absence of Pain To Be
Pleasure?

Post by “Cassius” of November 8, 2024 at 6:23 AM

Yes | think that (post #5) is exactly the right direction! There's a pretty much infinite way to say
the same thing in different ways, but the best of them are going to be high-level simple like
that.

And it seems to me that it is important to convey that there is a presumption - the "desirability
of life" - contained in that first bullet point that ties in to the observation that needs to be
second nature and immediately evoke an affirming "Yes" when it is stated. Unfortunately that
doesn't seem to be clear to most people in the world today.

Menoeceus: And he who counsels the young man to live well, but the old man to make a good
end, is foolish, not merely because of the desirability of life, but also because it is the same
training which teaches to live well and to die well.

Torquatus In On Ends [30]: Every creature, as soon as it is born, seeks after pleasure and
delights therein as in its supreme good, while it recoils from pain as its supreme evil, and
banishes that, so far as it can, from its own presence, and this it does while still uncorrupted,
and while nature herself prompts unbiased and unaffected decisions.
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